
EDITORIAL NOTE: These ethnicity questions have been used in several DCEG studies. 
 

Ethnicity Questions: long form 
 
Most people in the United States have ancestors who came from other parts of the world. Some people have 
mixed ethnic backgrounds. 
 
A13. What is your father’s ethnic A14. What is your mother’s ethnic  
 background? background? 
 

RECORD BELOW. IF MORE THAN ONE ETHNICITY IS GIVEN FOR THE FATHER OR MOTHER, 
PROBE FOR PRIMARY ETHNICITY. RECORD BOTH PRIMARY AND SECONDARY ETHNICITIES. 
 
 Father’s 
 Primary Secondary 
English, Scotch, Welsh.   01 01  
French ...........................   02 02  
German .........................   03 03  
Greek ............................   04 04 
Irish...............................   05 05 
Italian………………….. 06 06 
Spanish, Portuguese......   07 07 
Other European.............   08 08 
 
Czechoslovakian...........   09 09 
Russian .........................   10 10  
Other Eastern European  
(Polish, Lithuanian, etc)  11 11 
 
Swedish.........................   12 12 
Other Scandinavian (Nor- 
wegian, Danish, Finnish). 13 13 
 
American Indian ...........   14 14 
Canadian (Non-French)   15 15 
Central American..........   16 16 
French Canadian...........   17 17 
 
 

  
 Mother’s 
 Primary Secondary 
English, Scotch, Welsh .  01 01  
French ...........................  02 02  
German..........................  03 03  
Greek.............................  04 04 
Irish ...............................  05 05 
Italian………………….. 06 06 
Spanish, Portuguese ......  07 07 
Other European .............  08 08 
 
Czechoslovakian ...........  09 09 
Russian..........................  10 10  
Other Eastern European  
(Polish, Lithuanian, etc)  11 11 
 
Swedish .........................  12 12 
Other Scandinavian (Nor- 
wegian, Danish, Finnish). 13 13 
 
American Indian............  14 14 
Canadian (Non-French)   15 15 
Central American ..........  16 16 
French Canadian ...........  17 17 
 



Mexican ........................   18 18 
Puerto Rican .................   19 19 
South American ............   20 20 
West Indian...................   21 21 
Chinese .........................   22 22 
Indian, Pakistani ...........   23 23 
Japanese........................   24 24 
Other Asian Countries or 
Pacific Islanders............   25 25 
 
African..........................   26 26 
Middle Eastern..............   27 27 
 
Other _______________ 97 97 
   (SPECIFY) 
 
Unknown ......................   99 99 
N/A ...............................   00 00 
 

Mexican ........................  18 18 
Puerto Rican..................  19 19 
South American ............  20 20 
West Indian ...................  21 21 
Chinese..........................  22 22 
Indian, Pakistani............  23 23 
Japanese ........................  24 24 
Other Asian Countries or 
Pacific Islanders ............  25 25 
 
African ..........................  26 26 
Middle Eastern..............  27 27 
 
Other _______________ 97 97 
                (SPECIFY) 
 
Unknown.......................  99 99 
N/A................................  00 00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


